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A Note to Teachers:

Hints to Help Your Class Behave in a Theater

Anyone who has spent time with young children knows that their life involves an incredible amount of physical and verbal activity. In addition, imagination plays a big role in the way children view and interact with their world. As a result of these childhood traits, children can be squirmy, talkative and verbally and physically interactive at a puppet show. To help prepare your class for an enjoyable and meaningful experience at the theater, please follow these guidelines.

• Explain to children that the theater will get dark and they will hear loud music. To prevent them from becoming frightened, you might want to desensitize them by simulating these conditions in the familiar environment of your classroom.

• Remind the children that running in the theater could cause accidents. It is not permitted!

• Children need to be aware that although the puppets will speak to one another they will not talk to the children during the show. Explain the reason for this: the puppets (puppeteers) must concentrate while they are performing and that talking to the puppets or to other children in the audience breaks the necessary concentration.

• Talk to your class about the scenery they may see during the show. Remind them that the sets are fragile and that crawling on the stage could cause damage.

• Please have children use the bathroom prior to the start of the puppet show.

Thank you for helping us to make this event a memorable one for your children.

________________

Introduction 

The West African folktales which include the character Anansi are a cause for celebration - celebration of the Ashanti people from whom the tales originate. Gerald McDermott in his introduction to Anansi the Spider: A Tale from the Ashanti reminds us of the highly developed culture of the Ashanti: 

The Ashanti have had a federation, a highly organized society for four hundred years. Still today, as long ago, the Ashanti are superb artisans. They excel as makers affine metal work and as weavers of beautiful silk fabric. Into this fabric they weave the rich symbols of their art and folklore - Sun, Moon, Creation, Universe, the Web of Cosmos and Anansi, the Spider. 

The traditional values of the Ashanti people may be seen in the Anansi tale; and discussed with the children. The importance of wit, cunning, the ability to use one's wit to outsmart another, and strength are ~ threads running through the stories. Anansi's personality is another focus for discussion. Children find the range of his personality amusing as he changes from trickster to glutton, to greedy, to wise. Whatever personality he assumes, he is a wondrous part of African folklore. 

It is not only in Africa, however, that Anansi stories are told. France; Clarke Sayers in the forward to Anansi the Spider Man, by Philip M. Sherlock found the Anansi stories a dominant part of the folklore told in the Caribbean. When she asked children at a story hour at Trinidad Public library what stories their parents tell them before they go to bed, four hundred children shouted, "Anansi!" And here we tell the Anansi stories in the United States, giving pleasure to children, celebrating the Ashanti culture, and emphasizing the power of the oral tradition to transmit cultural information. 

It is my belief that after seeing The Paul Mesner Puppet Show, Anansi the Spider, children will not only be interested in the cultural and historical aspects of the stories but they will be stimulated to learn about "all things spider" and further explore some theme; and motifs included in the stories. All of the activities in this guide are invitations to your students to learn, to create and to discover. 

Cheryl A. Grossman, PH.D. 

Associate Professor of Education 

University of Missouri - Kansas City 

Source: The Crest and the Hide: And Other African Stories of Heroes. Chiefs. Bards, Hunters, Sorcerers and Common People by Harold Courlander, Coward, McCann, 1982, 

_______________________________________

STRANGE RELATIONSHIPS (Grade level 4-6)

Anansi tells Miss Deer that Tiger is nothing but the family's old riding horse. The thought of a tiger serving as a riding horse is quite amusing, and seeing Tiger all saddled up is especially funny. Have the children consider other bizarre animal situations that can be represented either with markers on white construction paper or felt on burlap wall hangings. For example: 

• Elephants as ballet dancers 

• Lions on ice skates 

• Beavers playing baseball 

• Bears doing domestic chores 

               _________________________________________________________

BUT THAT’S ANOTHER STORY (Grade level 2-6)

Anansi tricks Tiger in this puppet show. Tiger leaves, figuring out how he can get even with Anansi. Ask the children to write another Anansi story, but this time Tiger gets even. 

________________________________________________

DESCRIBE AN ANIMAL (Grade level 4-6)

Anansi is described as having a small head and a fat body with a small waist in between. This Anansi story, however, also tells us that Anansi did not always look that way. Have each child in your class find a picture of an animal of their choice. Encourage a variety of choices and focus away from common animal pets such as cat and dog. To develop and reinforce descriptive and imaginative writing, ask the children first to write a detailed description of the animal and then write an imaginative story about how the animal became that way. 

_____________________________________________

FUN WITH FIVE (Grade level PS-1, K-2)
In Yam Hills, the number five has special meaning. The queen does not allow anyone to use the number five without being punished. Discuss this with your class, and since the Queen is nowhere around, have some fun with the number five as math skills are reinforced: 

Fingerplays With Five (Grade level PS-1)
Five Little Froggies

Five little froggies sat in the shore

One swam after a minnow

Then there were four.

(move arms in swimming motion)

Four little froggies looking out to sea

One snapped at a fly, then there were three

 (hands snaps as if to catch a fly) 

'Three little froggies said, "What will we do?"

One hopped to a toadstool and then there were two. 

(hopping motion with hand)
1\vo little froggies sat in the sun,

One went to sleep and then there was one.

(hand beside face, close eyes) 

One lonely froggy said, "This is no fun."

He dived into the water, and then there was none.

 (dive band under arm)
Five Stron0 Police Officers

Five strong police officers standing by a store.

One became a traffic cop, and then there were four.

 Four strong police officers watching over me.

One took home a lost boy, then there were three.

 Three strong police officers dressed all in blue,

One stopped a speeding car, and now there are two. 

1\vo strong police officers, - how fast they can run! 

One caught a bad man, and now there is one.

One strong police officer saw some smoke one day.

He called the firefighters, who put the fire out right away.

Five Little Spiders

Five little spiders thumbling on the ground. (roll bands over)
The first one said, "Let's look around." (hold up index thumb)

The second one said, "see the little bunny." (hold up index finger) 

The third one said, "I smell honey." (hold up middle finger and sniff!)
 The fourth one said, "It's over in the trees." (hold up ring finger)

The fifth one said, "Look out! Here come the bees!!" (hold up little finger, as fingers of other band pretend to buzz about)

Jump Rope Math (Grade level 1-4)

[image: image1.png]


Give each child a strip of white construction paper and colorful markers. Invite them to write two rhyming lines which include a math equation using the number 5. Once the rhymes are completed, the children will push back their desks and form a circle in the middle of the room. Ask the children individually to hold up their rhymes while they chant and jump to the rhythm. To give a good aerobic workout, each rhyme should be displayed quickly, one right after another. 
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___________________________

MORALIZING (Grade level 5-6)

The moral of Yam Hills is: "Being greedy chokes the puppy." Give your students a variety of morals to choose from and ask them to write an Anansi story which illustrates the moral they have selected. 

   After the stories are written, have the children sculpt the characters in their story from chewing gum or clay and display them in a peephole museum. The procedure and materials follow. 

Materials 

a large pack of chewing gum or plasticene 

clay toothpicks 

a milk carton (l quart) 

strip of cardboard 

Procedure 

1. Chew the gum until soft and pliable - at least until all the taste is gone. 

2. Use the gum (or clay) to model your figures. Make sure you keep your characters small 

Add detail with toothpicks. 

3. Cut a piece of cardboard the same width and length as your milk carton. 

4. Open one side of the carton (not the milk pouring spout side) so that the strip can slide in and out 

5. Position your characters on the cardboard strip making sure the gum is adhered to the cardboard. 

6. After the gum hardens, push the strip into the carton and close the flap. Note: Milk cartons can be covered with construction paper and decorated, if desired. 

7. Put your eye to the milk pouring spout (the peephole) and take a look 

8. The figures in the story are now on exhibit in a miniature museum. Display museums with the stories on a low flat table. 

________________________________________

WISDOM PLATES (Grade level 1-6)

   We learn in one Anansi story that Spider was given all the world's wisdom by Nyame, the Sky God, who told him to do whatever he wished with the wisdom. Spider keeps it all to himself in a basket until he learns that he isn't the only one who possesses wisdom and drops the basket in anger. In doing so, the wisdom is dispersed in all different directions and spread throughout the world. After reviewing the story with the children, remind them that we all possess wisdom worthy of sharing. A good way of sharing that wisdom is to create papier mache wisdom plates with your class. 

Materials 

Styrofoam plate for each child in the class Narrow strips of torn newspaper 

Wheat paste 

Water Tempera Paint

High-gloss spray shellac (if desired) 

Procedure 

1. Tear narrow strips of newspaper, enough to cover plates with 3 layers of papier mache. 

2. Mix wheat paste with water until creamy. 

3. Dip newspaper into wheat paste and cover plates with 3 layers of papier mache. 

4. When dry, paint plates decoratively around the edges. Paint inside in a solid cover. Let paint dry. 

5. Finally, using a color which will be visible on the solid background, print a bit of wisdom you wish to share with the world. 

6. Spray with shellac if high gloss is desired. 

________________________________________

GOOEY, GLUEY WEBS (Grade level PS-2, 3-6)

Read The Very Silly Spider by Eric Carle. This book has a spider spinning her web throughout the story. A special attraction of the book is that the spider's web is raised and may be felt by the children. It's a wonderful tactile experience! After reading the book, give each child a piece of acetate and colored glue. Squeezing the glue on the acetate, have them spin their own web. When dry, hang these on the windows and marvel at the sun shining through the children's webs. 

Note: For older children, omit the book but create the webs. 
_________________________________

GIVING UP GREED (Grade level PS-2)
Spider is very greedy in How the World Got Wisdom. Talk about greed with your class and help them to understand the importance of sharing, not only what they possess materially, but also how they can positively "give" themselves to others. plan a social action activity in your classroom. Examples include a food drive or clothing drive, learning songs to share at a senior citizens' home, baking cookies and writing letters to be delivered to a local children's hospital, etc. 

________________________________

WEB YOUR ROOM (Grade level PS-2)
After attending Paul Mesner’s Anansi the Spider, help children rum a part of their classroom into a giant web. Bring string to class and let your students decide what shape web they wish to weave. They can decide where the string will be initially attached, and the areas in the room where the string will be connected. Use this area of the room (it may turn out to be the whole room) for the following spider activities. 

1. Children can move through the web like a spider or act out other animals from the puppet show. 

2. Read other Anansi stories such as: 

Anansi the Spider by Gerald McDermott, Holt, 1972. 

Anansi and the Moss-Covered Rock by Eric A Kimmel, Holiday House, 1988. 

Anansi, the Spider Man; Jamaican Folk Tales by Phillip Manderson Sherlock, Crowell, 1954. 

3. Anansi is an African word meaning "storyteller." Invite the children to be storytellers too. Stories can be individually told or told round robin style, with each child adding a part of the story. 

__________________________________

SING WITH ANANSI (Grade level PS-1)
Anansi sings '''The Itsy Bitsy Spider" in the puppet show. Teach your children the words and actions to the song so they can sing along when Anansi asks. 

___________________________________

WATCH THAT SPIDER (Grade level PS-6)

Create a terrarium in your classroom so that your students can observe and collect data on spiders first hand. 

Procedure 

1. Fill a ten-gallon jar with soil, live plants and twigs. Flies, crickets, other insects should also be added. 

2. Place a spider in the terrarium and cover with a screen top. (Writing or cross spiders work well.) 

3. Have students observe and record data (method will depend on the age) using these questions: 

• How long does it take a spider to build a web? 

• What does the spider like to eat? (Try flies, Crickets, or other insects,) 

• How long does it take your spider to wrap up its prey? 

After watching your spider for several days, let it go and replace it with another one. Each spider's web is unique to its particular species. Discuss differences observed. Did one spider spin silk faster than the other? Use a hand lens to examine differences in the webs. Your students will soon become experts in identifying spiders by their webs! 

Source: TheMailbox.AuglSept.1986.Pg. 51. 

________________________________

SAVE THE SPIDERS (Grade level 3-6)

Many people are afraid of spiders, but only hurt or frightened spiders bite humans. Spiders are helpful to humans because they eat harmful insects which destroy crops or carry disease. To highlight the spider’s positive qualities, give students a hypothetical situation. Tell them to pretend that they have just been elected president of "Save The Spiders." A spider spray has been developed that is quickly eliminating all spiders. Shortly, there will be no spiders left on earth! Their task is to inform the public of the good that spiders do and why spiders would not be eliminated. Challenge students to create posters, book speeches to spread the good news about spiders and their important role in the ecosystem. Share their finished products with other classes at a "save The Spiders" rally. 

Source: TheMailbox.AuglSept.1986.Pg. 51. 

Pop Can Ganza (Rattle)
Take empty pop cans and wash them out, allowing them to dry well Put some dry beans inside and tape up the hole. You have an instant shaker type instrument Experiment with other fillers such as sand, slat, pebbles, marbles, etc. for different sounds. 

Coffee Can Drums

Empty coffee cans or other types of cans can be used as drums. Play them with your hands, pencils or both. You can cover the open end of a coffee can with an inner tube stretched as tightly as possible. secure the rubber with heavy cord or wire. Make a drumstick from a dowel rod with a piece of foam rubber glued to the end. 

Kazoos

Cover toilet paper tubes with wax paper and secure with a rubber band Punch a hole in the tube a few inches from the covered end. Hum into the kazoo. 

Sand Blocks

Cover one side of two blocks of wood with coarse sandpaper. Have the children hold the blocks in their hands with sandpaper sides facing. They can rub the blocks together while keeping the musical tempo. 

Shaker

Put a number of bells, seeds, or pebbles on a paper plate. Cover that paper plate with another and staple or tape the edges closed. The children shake the plate and use it much like a tambourine. 

From: The Sourcebook: Activities for Infants and Young Children by George W. Maxim, Merrill Publishing Co., 1990. 

________________________________

GETTING FIT (Grade level PS-2, PS-6)

Anansi has a skinny waist. Involve children in a discussion about whether having a skinny waist necessarily make a person healthy. Impress upon children that it's the food we eat and the exercise we get that make us healthy. The following activities should reinforce that point. 

_________________________________

A HEALTHY PLATE (Grade level PS-2)

Give each child a paper plate. Ask them to search through magazines looking for pictures of healthy foods from each food group. Tell students to plan a nutritious meal, pasting the pictures of the foods they select on their plate. A distinct division among food groups should be evident Decorate around and display the plates. 

___________________________________________

THE ORIGIN OF ANANSI TALES (Grade level 3-6)

   Display a large map of Africa. Ask children to locate the areas in West Africa where the Ashanti live. Display a globe. Track the movement of the tales from Africa to the Caribbean and to the United States. 

   Share the book Ashanti or Zulu: African Traditions by Margaret Musgrove. Focus a discussion on the cultures of the various African tribes paying particular attention to the Ashanti. Look closely at the illustrations depicting the jewelry, fabric designs, clothing, animals and geography of the area. Create African jewelry from Cornstarch Dough: 

Ingredients: 

1 part cornstarch 3 parts salt 

1 part water 

How to Make: 

Heat the water, slowly add the cornstarch. Stir until well mixed. 

Knead the dough, adding more water if necessary. 

The dough will dry without cracking. 

Wear or display the jewelry at the feast recommended later in this guide. 

________________________________________________

MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS TO MAKE (Grade level PS-6)

  When you go to see Anansi the Spider, you will hear the sound of some musical instruments from Africa and the Caribbean playing during the stories. What kinds of sounds do you think they will be? I'm sure some of you will say "drums, of course!", and it's true that many African and Caribbean cultures give a starring role to drums in a variety of situations. 

   It is not only the drum, but also music often combined with dance, that plays such a vital part in different aspects of traditional African and Afro-Caribbean life. Music accompanies work, play and ceremony; and drums are even used to communicate, like talking. Some cultures record their history in "drum language" instead of written language like in our history books. 

   People in Africa and the Caribbean also use different kinds of instruments than drums. Some are like one 'you may already know: violins, flutes and harps. Others are very unique. One such instrument is the mbira, also known as the kalimba or "thumb piano" in this country. Sound is created by plucking metal tongues that are attached to a wooden box or gourd resonator which amplifies the sound, which means it is louder than if the box or gourd was not there. 

   You may be wondering why we talk about the music of the Caribbean and Africa together when the two places are so far apart. The answer is that a long time ago different European countries like France (Haiti), Spain (Cuba) and Great Britain Jamaica) crossed the Atlantic ocean and found the Caribbean islands. They decided to live there and do trading business. One way to create businesses was to start large farms, called plantations, which need lots of people to operate. Some African people were either sold, or captured, and forced to work as slaves on the plantations. When they came to the region they naturally brought their cultures with them, which included music. 

   The playing of drums often served as a way of communicating, just like talking. In fact, many drumming styles are based on spoken languages, and can be understood the same way. The idea of the slaves talking secretly through drum language made owners in some place very frightened, so they responded by forbidding the making of drums. As a result, the people found ingenious ways to make new instruments or use available items to replace drums. 

   You can make your own percussion instruments too! Below are some ideas for homemade instruments. Try them, and use your imagination to create your own, but remember: you have instruments with you all the time - hands for clapping and voices for singing! 

Pat Conway, Musician 

Kansas City, MO 
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5+3=8


Jump real fast


And don't be late!








2+3=5


We're the best


class alive!





5 x 10 = 50


Aren't Paul Mesner's


shows really nifty?!





5 bees x 5 bees = 25


Watch out now they're


out of the hive!











