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A LITTLE BIT ABOUT PAUL MESNER

     Even when Paul Mesner was a small boy he was working toward creating his exceptional “Paul Mesner Puppets, Inc.” Mesner was accepted as a student to the prestigious International Institute of Puppetry in Charleville-Mezier, France, and has become a fixture in the national puppet theater. He has received many grants and awards, among them the UNIMA-USA Award for Excellence in Puppetry. This award was created by Jim Hensen to encourage Puppet Theater.  Mesner’s versions of “Wiley and the Hairy Man” and “Sleeping Beauty” were the honored pieces.  Each year, Mesner performs a full season in Kansas City, often collaborating with other artists in various fields such as the Kansas City Chamber Orchestra, THE Heart of America Shakespeare Festival, Kansas City Symphony and the Kansas City Chorale.  His pieces, though often geared toward children, are loved by adults as well.  He has the wonderful ability to retell tales in such hilarious, wild ways that children watch and learn with great enthusiasm.  

     We are so glad that your students will be joining us for a performance.  Below are important tips you should discuss with your class before they come to the theater.

                                       ETIQUETTE FOR THE THEATER 

· Explain that the theater will become very dark for the performance and they will hear loud music and sound effects.  You might darken the classroom to illustrate these changes.

· There cannot be any running in the theater.

· Please remind the children that they should be good listeners during the performance; the puppeteers need to concentrate to perform well.  The children will have a chance to ask questions when the show is finished.

· Please have the children use the bathroom prior to the start of the show.

· Remind the children that the puppets, stage and scenery are all fragile and should never be touched.

Vocabulary

Clump

Hustle

Crow

Tramp

Stump

Partridge

Canning

Munch

Gulp

Tremendous

Gasp

Word Scramble

1. INUMOANT __________________

2. AREB __________________

3. LPIA __________________

4. KPIC __________________

5. UHMNC _______________

6. EHOTMR _______________

7. HDLCI ________________

8. WRTINE _______________

9. RKCO ________________

10. ERBISER ________________

11. YRUBEELBR ______________

12. WWSALOL ________________

13. TIEKAMS ________________

ANSWERS

1. MOUNTAIN

2. BEAR

3. PAIL

4. PICK

5. MUNCH

6. MOTHER

7. CHILD

8. WINTER

9. ROCK

10. BERRIES

11. BLUEBERRY

12. SWALLOW

13. MISTAKE

Book Quiz

1.  With whom does Sal go to pick blueberries?

A. her grandma

B. her dad

C. her mom

D. Little Bear

 2.  How many blueberries did Sal put in her pail before she ate them all?

 A. four

 B. ten

 C. two

 D. six

 3.  What is the place called where Sal and her mom go to pick berries?

A. Blueberry Mountain

B. Blueberry Hollow

C. Blueberry Riverbank

D. Blueberry Hill

 4.  What sound do the blueberries make when they hit the bottom of Sal's bucket?

A. gulp,gulp

B. bang

C. kuplink,kuplank,kuplunk

D. pitter-patter

 5.  Who came up to Mom's bucket and started eating her berries?

 A. Just Sal

 B. Sal's father

 C. Mother Bear

 D. Little Bear and Sal

 6.  What are Sal and her mom going to do with the berries that they pick?

 A. throw them away

 B. give them to the dog

 C. can them

 D. eat them

 7.  How many berries does Sal have in her bucket when she leaves Blueberry Hill?

 A. 4

 B. 7

 C. 12

 D. 3

 8.  Is Sal's father ever mentioned in the book?

Answer:  (yes or no)
 9.  How did Sal's mom find her when she got lost?

 A. Sal called her on her cell phone

 B. By the kuplink, kuplank, kuplunk of berries hitting the        bottom of her bucket

 C. Sal yelled really loud for mother

 D. She never found Sal

 10.  Who is on the cover of Blueberries for Sal?

 A. Sal

 B. Sal and Little Bear

 C. Sal and her mom

 D. A bunch of blueberries in a bucket

Math

Learning outcomes

Students will:


• 
recognize the numerals 0-10.


• 
model sets to match the numerals 0-10.


• 
use one-to-one correspondence counting from 0-10.

Teacher planning

Time required for lesson
35 minutes

Materials/resources

• 
Book-Blueberries for Sal by Robert McCloskey


• 
duplicates of manipulatives for each child


• 
felt pail, blueberries and numbers


• 
crayons for students


• 
felt board


• 
attachment: Pail-berries


• 
attachment: Patterns

Technology resources
computer and printer to download and print the worksheet for the children and patterns for the teacher

Pre-activities

This is an introduction level lesson, therefore prior knowledge is not necessary. It is suggested that this lesson be included in a unit either developed around bears or the color blue so that there is integration of the math skills.

Activities


1 
The teacher will direct the children to the title of the book along with the cover, asking the children to tell what they think the story will be about.


2 
The teacher will then read the book and lead the children in a retelling when completed.


3 
The teacher will then return to one of the pages where Sal or the Bear drops the blueberries into the pail, asking how many blueberries were dropped into the pail?


4 
After a correct response from a child, the teacher will ask another student to come up to the felt board and choose the correct numerals (made from the patterns attachment out of felt) that represents the number of berries that were in the pail.


5 
The teacher will then show the felt pail and berries (made from the attachment (Pail-berries) out of felt). Have a child pick a numeral and then have the class chorally respond what number it represents. Then have another child come and put that many berries in the pail. Repeat this process several times until the teacher feels that the group has a good understanding of the concepts. Then have each color and cut out their own pail and berries set 


6 
When they are finished, the teacher will direct them to a numeral on the felt board. Ask the children to tell what numeral this is. Then have the children place that many berries in their own pail.


7 
The teacher and assistant will monitor the class checking for understanding by each child. Repeat this until all the numerals have been used at least once.


8 
If the teacher feels that understanding is sufficent, the teacher may choose to continue the learning by adding problems like ‘If you have two berries in your pail and then pick up two more, how many do you have?’ or ‘If Sal and the little bear wanted to share their berries equally and they had six berries, how many would each have?’


9 
As a closure to the lesson, the teacher should have the students direct their attention to the felt board again. Place the numerals on the board one at a time. Have the children chorally answer what number the numeral represents. Then have a child come and put that many berries in the bucket as the class counts with them. Encourage the children to take their pails home and share the story along with the concepts they learned with their families.

Art
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Bear Trivia

1. This bear's name starts with a "P." It is black and white and lives in China. What is its name?  Answer: Panda 

2. This bear's name starts with a "P." It lives in the freezing Arctic. Although it looks white, it has clear-colored hair and black skin. What is its name?  Answer: Polar Bear 

3. This bear's name starts with a "G." It has a hump on its shoulders and has brown to gray hair. What is it called?  Answer: Grizzly Bear 

4. This bear's name starts with a "B." It is a big bear with a hump on its shoulders. What is its name?  Answer: Brown Bear 

This is a good time to point out that the grizzly bear is a type of brown bear.

5. This bear's name starts with a "B." Despite its name, it can have black or brown hair (and has no hump on its shoulder). What is its name?  Answer: Black Bear 

6. This bear's name starts with an "S." It is the smallest bear and is from Asia. It is also called the honey bear. What is its name?  Answer: Sun Bear 

7. This word starts with an "S." It is a South American bear that has markings around its eyes that look like glasses. What is its name?  Answer: Spectacled Bear 

8. This word starts with a "C." It is a place made of rock where some bears make their den. What is this word?  Answer: Cave 

9. This word starts with an "M." All bears belong to this group of animals. This type of animal has hair on its body, and the female feeds milk to its young. What is this type of animal?  Answer: Mammal 

10. This word starts with a "T." It is the name of a toy bear that many children like to play with. What is its name?  Answer: Teddy Bear 

You might want to mention that the Teddy bear was named for the US President Theodore (Teddy) Roosevelt.

ART

Blueberry pie

 Make a blueberry pie: cut small pie shapes out of tan construction paper. Cut small blue holes with a hole punch out of dark blue paper. Let the children spread glue on their pies and add the blueberries.

MUSIC

 Blueberry Bush

 (Tune: The Mulberry Bush)

 Here we go round the blueberry bush,

 The blueberry bush, the blueberry bush.

 Here we go round the blueberry bush,

 So early in the morning.

 Pick the blueberries small and round,

 Small and round, small and round.

 Pick the blueberries small and round,

 So early in the morning.

 (Taste the blueberries, ripe and sweet,etc.)
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