Puss in Boots
Study Guide

Paul Mesner Puppets
Based on the French fairy tale by Charles Perrault

The classic story of Puss in Boots is about a poor miller and his three sons. When the miller dies, he leaves his oldest son his mill, his middle son, his donkey, and his youngest son his cat. As you may imagine, the young son now feels poorer than ever, having only a cat. The cat tells him not to worry, but to provide him with a sack and a pair of boots. If the young man does this, the cat promises he will be more valuable to him than he imagines. Having nothing to lose, the young man gives the cat a pair of boots and a sack. The cat uses these to catch rabbits and quail to give to the King. This is just part of the cat’s plan. The cat uses his ingenuity to arrange a “chance” meeting between the King, the Princess, and the young man. He fools the King and Princess into thinking the young man is actually the Marquis of Carabas (a name the cat made up). After some more trickery involving an ogre and some farmers, the cat has the King convinced that the Marquis of Carabas is a perfect match for his daughter, and they are married.
Put Yourself in Puss’ Boots
In Puss in Boots, Charles Perrault uses personification. In other words,

he gives Puss, the cat, human abilities and traits. 
In what ways is Puss a regular cat? In what ways is he like a person? 

Fill in the boxes below with your ideas.
Cat-like





Human Like

Cat Facts!

· Every cat’s nose pad has a unique pattern, just like a human’s fingerprint! 

· In 1939 Puss, a cat in England, lived to be 36 years old! Most cats only live until age 15. 

· Cats have excellent night vision, great balance and a good sense of smell. 

· Cats sleep for at least 16 hours a day. That’s a lot of cat naps! 

The following events occurred in Puss in Boots. Put them in order on the timeline, then illustrate your favorite event on a separate piece of paper.
• The young man marries the princess.

• The old miller dies.

• The oldest brother inherits the mill.

• The cat asks for a sack.

• The young man meets the King.

• The cat takes a rabbit to the King.

The Life of a Crafty Cat
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7 They lived happily ever after.

Critic’s Corner

I liked Puss in Boots because 







My favorite part was









I didn’t like the part when









The character I like the best was___________________________because



The character I didn’t like at  all was__________________ because



Overall, I think the play Puss in Boots was





After seeing the puppet show, read Puss in Boots by Charles Perrault.  Or read the Charles Perrault version and then see the puppet show. Compare the characters, setting, and events in the book to the puppet show. What is the same and what is different between the book and the show. 
The Book

The Puppet Show

Did You Know?

Charles Perrault (1628-1703) was a member of the French Academy and a leading intellectual of his time. His narratives are part of a storytelling tradition that has been shared for years. Charles Perrault did not invent his tales – even in his day their plots were well known. Perrault was successful for choosing his stories well and recording them

with style.

Match the highlighted words above with the definitions below:
• To make up or create






• A person considered smart and scholarly






• The action and events that take place in a story





• Stories or tales




Other Vocabulary words
Marquis a nobleman who is ranked above an earl, but below a duke 

Miller the owner of a mill that grinds grain into flour 

Ogre an ugly, cruel giant commonly found in fairytales 

Activities 

Imagining, Writing & Storytelling 

- Discuss the elements of stories and fairytales. 

- Brainstorm other adventures Puss might have if he were to meet different characters or live somewhere else. 

- As a class, write out a story and illustrate a fairytale book about the adventures of Puss. 

Theatre 

- Discuss the different roles people have in the theatre – playwright, director, actors, puppeteers, costumer, set and lighting designers, prop masters, musicians, choreographers, technicians, running crew, stage manager, audience, etc. 

- Make a list of the props, scenery and costumes that would be needed to perform the story your class wrote. If time permits, draw designs for each and make them. 

- Act out the story! You can even invite other classes or parents to watch your production. 

Math Fun! 

1. Puss catches 11 mice. 2 mice escape, he gives 3 to a friend, and he eats 4 for breakfast. How many mice does Puss have left for lunch? 

2. The king is counting how much money the princess spent last week. She bought a pony for 15 gold coins, a gown for 7 gold coins, a tiara for 4 gold coins, and slippers for 2 gold coins. How many gold coins did the princess spend? 

3. The ogre has 15 servants. He wants to put them into 3 groups for their daily chores. How many servants must he put in each of the three groups? 

4. The Miller’s son has 4 piles of flour sacks at the mill. If there are 2 sacks of flour in each of the 4 piles, how many total sacks of flour does he have? 

Links to related sites

· Charles Perrault's Mother Goose Tales. Information about Perrault and his famous collection Histoires ou contes du temps passé, avec des moralités: Contes de ma mère l'Oye, including links to individual tales.
· Les contes de Perrault . A French-language site featuring Perrault's tales.
· D. L. Ashliman's folktexts, a library of folktales, folklore, fairy tales, and mythology.
