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A LITTLE BIT ABOUT PAUL MESNER

     Even when Paul Mesner was a small boy he was working toward creating his exceptional “Paul Mesner Puppets, Inc.” Mesner was accepted as a student to the prestigious International Institute of Puppetry in Charleville-Mezier, France, and has become a fixture in the national puppet theater. He has received many grants and awards, among them the UNIMA-USA Award for Excellence in Puppetry. This award was created by Jim Hensen to encourage Puppet Theater.  Mesner’s versions of “Wiley and the Hairy Man” and “Sleeping Beauty” were the honored pieces.  Each year, Mesner performs a full season in Kansas City, often collaborating with other artists in various fields such as the Kansas City Chamber Orchestra, THE Heart of America Shakespeare Festival, Kansas City Symphony and the Kansas City Chorale.  His pieces, though often geared toward children, are loved by adults as well.  He has the wonderful ability to retell tales in such hilarious, wild ways that children watch and learn with great enthusiasm.  

     We are so glad that your students will be joining us for a performance.  Below are important tips you should discuss with your class before they come to the theater.

                                       ETIQUETTE FOR THE THEATER 

· Explain that the theater will become very dark for the performance and they will hear loud music and sound effects.  You might darken the classroom to illustrate these changes.

· There cannot be any running in the theater.

· Please remind the children that they should be good listeners during the performance; the puppeteers need to concentrate to perform well.  The children will have a chance to ask questions when the show is finished.

· Please have the children use the bathroom prior to the start of the show.

· Remind the children that the puppets, stage and scenery are all fragile and should never be touched.

The Brothers Grimm

Jacob Ludwig Carl Grimm was born in January 4, 1785, in Hanau, Germany. Just over a year later, in February 24, 1786, his little brother Wilhelm Carl Grimm was born. Their father was a lawyer, and they had six more brothers and one sister.

In 1802, Jacob went to university to study law at the University of Marburg. As always, his little brother followed him, and entered law school in 1803. During their university years they began to collect folk and fairy tales. Folklore is stories that have been passed down from parents to children, by word of mouth, but at that time many had not been published in books. The Grimms were especially interested in stories that included Germany and German culture.

Jacob and Wilhelm published their first book of fairy tales- “Children’s and Household Tales”-in 1812. There were 86 folktales. Readers were so happy to see the stories they had been told as children all collected together that the book was a success. In the next volume of “Grimm’s Fairy Tales”, the brothers added 70 more stories. It went on growing like this for six more editions. Finally, the book contained over 200 stories! It is probably the best-known work of German literature. Even if you don’t know the Brothers Grimm, you definitely know a Grimm fairy tale.

If only all brothers were as close as the Brothers Grimm. They were always together-even when Wilhelm married his wife Henriette, Jacob continued to live with them! The Brothers Grimm were both professors and scholars. In fact, Jacob Grimm is considered to be the father of the study of German history. They both taught as professors in Germany’s capital, at the University of Berlin. They became known throughout Europe as experts on anything to do with folktales, Language, and anything German. They were so into books that they both became librarians as well! During their lifetimes they published many more very important books, including “German Mythology”, “Old German Tales”, “History of the German Language”, and even the German Dictionary.

Grimm Fairy tales include stories of kings, magic, and talking animals. Even though the stories are sometimes scary, fairy tales allow us to work through our fears. The often teach us a lesson about moral values, and right and wrong.

GrimmFariyTale.com

Themes

· In addition to exploring the consequences of deceitfulness, Rumplestiltskin also considers the circumstances under which it may be permissible to be less than truthful. Children sometimes lie to spare the feelings of others—telling Grandma they love her birthday gift, when they really don’t. Discuss the moral dilemmas involved in telling lies including the concept of “little white lies.” When is it acceptable to be less than truthful? Is honestly always the best policy?

· In the play the Princess tires to go back on her word to Rumplestiltskin and keep the baby. Encourage the students to speculate on how Rumplestiltskin must have felt when she went back on her word. Lead the students in a discussion on the old adage “promises are made to be broken.” Ask the students to recall instances in their lives when someone broke a promise to them. What happened? How did it make them feel?

Art

Mosaic

· Make a mosaic fire using pieces of red, yellow, and orange tissue paper.

College

· Make a 3D collage by collecting twigs, small rocks, moss, broken-up dried leaves, etc. from the woods. Arrange pieces to look like the floor of the woods with a fire circle in the middle.

Poster

· Wanted poster! Create a picture of Rumplestiltskin and a notice for a reward for anyone knowing his name.

Castle 

· You will need:
· Brown grocery bags (lunch- size bags are ideal)

· Scissors

· Markers or crayons

· Construction paper

· Toothpicks

· Directions: Draw and then cut out turrets and towers along the top of a brown paper bag to create a castle. Use markers or crayons to add special features such as windows. Attach a construction paper drawbridge. Use toothpicks and construction paper to make flags.
Music

Create a Song

· Make up words to a dance that Rumplestiltskin can sing as he dances around the fire.

Poem

· Find poetry in the story. Make it into a rap.
Cooking

Rumplestilt-Skins

Ingredients:

· 1 medium potato, baked

· 2 teaspoons topping (cooked bacon pieces OR finely chopped fully cooked ham OR finely chopped turkey OR flaked tuna)

· 1 teaspoon shredded cheddar cheese

· French-fried onions slightly crushed (optional)

Directions:

· Cut potato lengthwise into quarters.

· Scoop out potato, leaving skins 1/4 inch thick. You can use the scooped-out potato for another use.

· Place potato skins on a baking sheet.

· Sprinkle potato skins with topping, cheese, and French-fried onions.

· Bake in a 350 degree Fahrenheit oven for about 5 minutes or till hot.

Yeild: approx. 2 servings

Research

Alchemy

· Research on ways people have tried to make gold from other materials. Discuss why gold is a sought-after commodity. What other ways did people have to buy things besides gold?
Spinning Wheel
· Trace back the evolution of the spinning wheel. Find pictures of it on the Internet. What other devices did people use to make thread and cloth in the Middle Ages?

Costumes

· Research the clothing of the wealthy and the poorer classes during the Middle Ages. What made the clothing useful t their life. When did style win over common sense?

Writing

    Play Writing

· Fairy tales are types of folk tales. They usually begin with “Once upon a time…” and end with “…happily ever after.” Also, fairy tales usually have events happening in threes, and involve magic.

Folk tales…

· Are short, with a simple plot;

· Have characters representing a characteristic like good or bad;

· Feature events that are repeated, especially in threes; and 

· Are based in fantasy.

Can you think of other fairy tales?

List three here:

Fairy Tale

· Use the frame below to start writing your very own fairy tale. Puppeteer 
Once upon a time, there was a __________ who lived in a __________. But there was a mean ___________who always _____________________. So one day the ______________________________ decided to ________________. There was a magic _______________ that ______________! After that, ___________________________. Then ___________ never __________________. And they lived happily ever after.

The End

Games

Name Game

· Write your name on a piece of paper. How many letters does your name have?
Think of all the people you can. Who do you know with the longest name? Write it down. How many letters does t have? How much longer than your name is it?

Who do you know with the shortest name? Write it down. How much shorter is it than your is? How much shorter is it than the longest name?

Word Scramble

Fairy Tales

1. VLEI
____________________________

2. ESRSPNIC
________________________

3. UNQEE  ___________________________

4. SLAECT __________________________

5. RGNDAO
_________________________

6. CNREIP __________________________

7. ODGO ____________________________

8. NKGI 
_____________________________

9. CHWTI  ___________________________

10. FEL _____________________________

11. ICAMG __________________________

12. EFTSOR _________________________

13. OFWL ____________________________

14. ODGL ____________________________

15. SETQU ___________________________

Fairy Tales

1. Evil

2. Princess

3. Queen

4. Castle

5. Dragon

6. Prince

7. Good

8. King

9. Witch

10. Elf

11. Magic

12. Forest

13. Wolf

14. Gold

15. Quest

